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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK:  by Gale E. Martin, Executive Director 

The staff at the  

Marion County Historical Society would like to 

wish you a very Merry Christmas! 
  

In this time of great cheer and gift giving, donations to those in need adds 

to the joy of the season. We here at MCHS  believe we have all been 

blessed in many ways. Let me share two examples of how  donations 

have and will continue to make a huge impact at Heritage Hall. 
 

In November of 2012, Lowell  Thurston, Howie Smith, Nick Chilton and 

Ted Graham got together and bought an Eden 

Pure Heater for the MCHS offices.  It was 

very much  appreciated as our offices have no source of heat until the 

boiler is turned on in early winter! 
 

That heater was even more appreciated later in January of 2013 when 

the heat pump went out in the auditorium and the heater had to be 

taken down there for the groups who use the room on a regular basis.  
 

This fall  the heater came back upstairs because the heat pumps in the 

Wyandot Popcorn Museum were out,  making the entire upper level 

cold, and  then we found the boiler needed extensive repairs before it 

could be turned on for the winter.  Working in gloves and winter coat 

is still commonplace as the boiler is not up and running yet. 
 

Last week we received an incredible bit of good news  concerning another gift. Daniel Conkle 

called and let us know that the Marion County Historical Society will be receiving a gift in the 

memory of Louis Bernard Conkle  and his wife Berniece Elizabeth Conkle. The gift is $50,000 

dollars and will be used toward a new boiler system and a heat pump for the director and admin-

istrative assistant’s offices! 

 

Louis's children, Cynthia Antone, of Marion, Ohio,  Judith Roberts, of Min-

neapolis, Minnesota, Daniel Conkle, of Bloomington, Indiana, and James 

Conkle, of Missoula, Montana, are each gifting $12,500 to MCHS.  In 2014 

we  will be placing a bronze plaque  at Heritage Hall, commemorating the 

gift in the name of Louis and Berniece Conkle.  
 

What wonderful news that a family, now scattered around the U. S., is will-

ing to be so generous in the name of their father. This donation  really adds to the absolute joy of 

the season for the staff and board members of the Marion County Historical  Society.   

 

Thus it appears that we will have a toasty warm building next winter, thanks to the gen-

erosity of the Conkle family! That makes the chill in our offices a little bit easier to bear. We all 

have so many reasons to be grateful! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 



SAVE THESE DATES!   WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HERITAGE HALL & BEYOND  
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JANUARY –FEBRUARY Museum closed Except by 

Appt. Office is Open Tues. – Friday, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Jan. 13 Mon. 2:00pm Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

Jan. 21 Tues.10:00am Marion’s History Discussion 

 Group TRECA Community Room 

Jan. 21 Tues.7:00pm  Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 
 

 Feb. 10 Mon. 2:00pm Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

Feb. 18 Tues. 10:00am Marion’s History Discussion 

 Group TRECA Community Room 

Feb. 18 Tues. 7:00pm Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

Feb. 24 Mon. 9:00am Museum Clean-Up Day

 Volunteers Needed! 

Feb. 27 Thurs. 7:00pm Program Meeting, topic to be 

 announced  Heritage Hall Auditorium 

  

MARCH—APRIL  Museum Opens Weekends Only 

Office now open Mon. – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm 

March 01 Sat. 1:00pm  Volunteer Training 

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

March 10 Mon. 2:00pm Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

March 18 Tues. 10:00am Marion’s History Discussion 

 Group TRECA Community Room 

March 18 Tues. 7:00pm Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

March 28 Fri. 7:00pm Night at Heritage Hall  

 Heritage  Hall 

March 29 Sat. 7:00pm Night at Heritage Hall  

 Heritage Hall 

April 07 Mon. 2:00pm  Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

April 15 Tues. 10:00am Marion’s History Discussion 

 Group TRECA Community Room 

April 15 Tues. 7:00pm Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

April 24 Thurs. 9:00am Set-up for Rummage Sale

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

April 25 Fri. 4:00pm Rummage Sale (MCHS Members 

 Only) Heritage Hall Auditorium 

April 26 Sat. 9:00am Rummage Sale Heritage Hall 

 Auditorium 
 

MAY - Museum Open Wed – Sun, 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

May 03 Sat. 7:00pm  Time Traveler’s Ball

 Harding Hotel 

May 12 Mon. 2:00pm  Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

May 20 Tues. 10:00am Marion’s History Discussion 

 Group TRECA Community Room 

May 20 Tues. 7:00pm  Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 
 

June 09 Mon. 2:00pm  Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

June 17 Tues. 7:00pm  Board of Directors Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

June 19 Thurs. 7:00pm Program Meeting, Clement 

 Vallandigham and the Civil War  

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 
 

July 03,10,17, 24 Thurs.  9:30am  Blast From the Past 

July 07 Mon.  2:00pm Executive Committee Meeting

 Heritage Hall Auditorium 

 

Meet Helen Gattshall; 

One of our Volunteer Coordinators 

 Helen has lived in Marion all of her life. Before retiring she worked for 

the Marion City Schools as head cook for 1 year and then a cafeteria 

worker for 11 years. 
 

Helen, who has been married to Harold (Shorty) Gattshall for 53 years, 

has two children; Mike and Linda, two grandchildren and four great 

grandchildren. 
 

Helen has volunteered in the information booth and the beer garden at 

the Marion Popcorn Festival for over 20 years. She has also volunteered 

at Marion General Hospital and the Palace Theater.  
 

Besides volunteering, Helen also enjoys bowling in her spare time. 

 



Photographs by Jim Carpenter 

Dinner With the Presidents 
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Left: Presidents Lincoln and John-

son,  along with their wives, arrive in 

a carriage courtesy of White Rose 

Carriage Service. 

 

 

Below: Bill Bradford portrayed Basil 

W. Duke, personal aide to Jefferson 

Davis and wife Janis portrayed  

Henrietta Morgan Duke. 

Photos courtesy of  Odette Clothier and Jack Shaffer 

Left:   

Confederate 

President 

Jefferson 

Davis   

arrives with 

his wife   

Varina . 
 

 

Once again, our wonderful volunteers have out-

done themselves on a great event!  

 

Many thanks to everyone who helped put this 

event together!  

 

We also wish to express our gratitude to  

Modern Woodmen for matching our income of 

$2,269.19  for the event making our total  

$4,538.38.   

 

Thank you, Modern Woodmen of America! 

 Presidents and First Ladies, Left to right:  

 

Abraham Lincoln was portrayed by Robert 

Brugler  and Mary was portrayed by  Barbara 

Brugler. 

 

Andrew Johnson was portrayed by John Coats 

and Eliza was portrayed by Judi Coats. 

 

U.S. Grant was portrayed by Doug Ebert and 

Julia was portrayed by Heather Ebert. 

 

President Jefferson Davis  portrayed by David 

Walker and his wife  Varina was portrayed by 

Sandra Hadley. 

 

President Garfield was portrayed by James 

Barney and his wife Lucretia was portrayed by 

Ina Barney. 



MCHS Wish List 
 

We can always use copy paper, 65 lb. white or light colored cardstock, foam board for displays, plain white 

envelopes, 6x9 inch heavy duty brown envelopes, post-it notes, and scrapbooking (archival, acid free) tape. 
 

Docents, tour guides and gift shop volunteers are always needed, as well as help with special projects.  
 

Volunteers who wish to assist in costumed re-enactments at events throughout the year are encouraged to con-

tact us and talk about any special skills they have to offer. Our core group of volunteers is wonderful with new 

folks coming on board from time to time. If you have been thinking about becoming more active with MCHS, 

please do so.  
 

Volunteers are needed to assist in maintenance at the Claridon Prairie and Trella Romine Preserves. If you love 

gardening and working outside, this is a wonderful way to preserve Marion’s history and not be confined to the 

inside. 
 

Kensel Clutter and Harry Dowler are working on a project to record and preserve the  history of  aviation and 

aviators from Marion County.  If you have something to add to this collection, such as information, pictures, 

newspaper clippings, or other items, please consider helping out with the project. 
 

For more info on any of these needs call the MCHS office at  740-387-4255 or email Gale E. Martin, Marion 

County Historical Society Director, at  mchs@marionhistory.com 
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The Marion County Historical Society has been fortunate to have recently had financial donations that 

enabled us to restore two important pieces of art in the MCHS collections.  
Many thanks to Sue Evans, Carol Lowe, Philip Smith Jr., and Mary Beth Petersen, grandchildren of Frederick C. 

Smith, for their donation which enabled the restoration and cleaning of the Portrait of Frederick C. Smith  which was 

painted by Arthur Edwin Bye in 1958.   

The images below are: before restoration on the left and after restoration on the right. 

The silhouettes of the von Heyde family on the right date to the 

late 1830s to mid 1840s. In the images  you can clearly tell which 

are before and after restoration. The majority of the figures are 

black silhouette with accents in color.  The overall condition of 

the object was fair to poor with excessive media loss and structur-

al instability of the glazed areas of the media.   

 

Money’s left to MCHS from the late Dorothy Young were used to 

preserve this rare and unusual piece.  



Thomas Bowman: Receipt book from 

the Junior Order of United American 

Mechanics – Salt Rock Council N0. 185; 

Wright’s Official History of the Spanish-

American War; Ridgedale High School 

items including 1959 Athletic Banquet 

program, 1960 Style Revue, 1960 

Baccalaureate, and Commencement, 

1965 Baccalaureate and Commencement 
 

Paul & Jan Augenstein: Mary Ellen 

Withrow for Clerk of Courts nail file; 

Paul W. Augenstein for County Commis-

sioner nail file; Article about Jan 

Augenstein interviewing Hamilton 

brothers for receiving National Commu-

nity Service Award from NSDAR 
 

Michael & Kathy Gist: Two cloth flags 

from Pollack Steel Company 
 

Virginia Howard: Two archery bows 

made by Charles H. Howard; Sign from 

side of Model T truck; Toy slotted metal 

spoon & toy metal percolator; Brick from 

Lincoln Elementary School; Pressed 

flowers from Civil War book given to 

Herman Albrecht from Lord Edward 

Houghton; Black fox stole; Assorted 

bonnets and hats; Silk caplet with 

matching veil; knit wool shawl; Draw-

string purse; Linen petticoat and apron; 

1945 photo from Paris taken by Richard 

Howard; Books including A History of 

the Civil War (1861-1865), The Cross in 

the Wood (1904), At Last (1904), Out of 

the Deep (1905); 1904 program for 

“Grand Gymnastic Carnival” held in 

Marion; Souvenir history of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Marion; Book 

about Company 332, Infantry in the 

Great World War; 1941 Military Manual; 

Leather military photo album; Assorted 

WWII Military Passes; WWII postcard 

from Richard Howard to Ruth Albrecht 

of Marion; WWII Red Cross coupons; 

WWII military immunization record; 

Personal papers from Richard A. Howard 
 

Alex Profitt: Marion Star 2012 Voter’s 

Guide & Proposed Amendments to Ohio 

Constitution 
 

Ann Goodman Heimlich: Pair of gray 

spats from WWII 
 

Patricia A. Seibert: Two oil paintings 

by Mable Coulter 
 

Pauline & Douglas Hubman: Recipes 

Tried & True by the Ladies’ Aid 

Society of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Marion (1894) 
 

William L. Huntsman: Photocopies 

of bi-wing airplane and of C.W. 

Ferguson family 
 

Norma Castanien: Betty Zane 

popcorn tin 
 

Julien Devereux Weeks: Large 

collection of photographs including 

“Fighting Dick – The Famous War 

Rooster”, 1894 Reunion of 121st OVI 

in Delaware, Ohio, Assorted photo-

graphs of Weeks family members, tin 

types, etc.; Two watercolor paintings; 

Large collection of assorted historical 

books; Scrapbook of newspaper 

clippings from 1860-1861; 1914 & 

1919 LeBijou yearbooks from Ohio 

Wesleyan University and other 

assorted OWU items; 1883 History of 

Marion County, Ohio; Scrapbook of 

1800-1917 newspaper clippings; 1952 

Marion area telephone directory; 

Calling cards and military records of 

O.W. Weeks, M.D.; 1914 Marion HS 

Quiver 
 

Mike Wilson: Bottle opener from 

Parish Dairy Company 
 

Helen Bergmann:  Two match books 

from Hotel Harding 
 

Norma O. Jacob: Marion County 

Bank money bag; B&W photos of Ritz 

Bar & Grill, State Liquor Store, and of 

Mrs. E.B. Goodrich 
 

Teresa O’Brien: Two U.S. Open 

Drum & Bugle Corps Competition 

Street Banners 
 

Al Goerlich: Five Calvary United 

Church membership directories 
 

Ray & Mary Bloomfield: Isaly Dairy 

residential delivery milk storage 

container 
Please Note: Some of the recent accessions may 

have been  in storage before being added to our 

collections. While we do our best to be prompt, 

our volunteer archival staff often work on other 

projects as well.  If you have recently donated 

an item and do NOT see it on this list, the item 

has not yet been accessioned.   

If you would like to volunteer to help in 

Archives, call   740-387-4255. 
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 Mary Jo Baxter: Todco Company 

jacket; Todco at 50, 1957-2007 DVD 
 

Doug Melvin: Marion Stars – May 

15, 1932 & May 21, 1932 
 

Jeffrey B. Hersman: Montgomery 

Ward refrigerator c. 1940 
 

Mike & Phyllis Glasco: Three Erie 

Railroad locomotive postcards 
 

Morrow County Historical Society: 

Marion Steam Shovel Company 

brochure 
 

Anna K. Lamb: 1947 letter from lady 

in Germany thanking Mrs. M.M. 

Meagher for clothing  donation to 

German refugees during  Berlin airlift 
 

Elaine Merchant: Vintage women’s 

clothing including silk skirt, silk 

blouse, silk over-jacket, silk dress 

with lace on bodice, cotton Victorian 

skirt, silk Victorian jacket with lace 

insert, silk Victorian jacket in Chinese 

style, velvet ladies coat, poplin dress, 

silk sash, linen collar, cotton drawers, 

linen petticoat, Victorian suit, linen 

shawl; cardboard carrying case from 

J.L. Taylor Company 
 

Michael J. Nicolosi: Flag from 

Society Di M.S., an Italian fraternity 

from Marion 
 

Harold E. Stone: Large collection of 

Erie Railroad items including labor 

agreement booklet, time tables, 

Marion Star articles on Erie Railroad 

activities in 1970s, several copies of 

“E Digest” Erie employees newsletter  
 

Walter Caldwell: Oakland and 

Princess Theatre newspaper clipping  
 

Carol Feaver: Straw fan from 

Schaffner-Denzer Funeral Directors; 

1899 West Macedonia school picture; 

Copy of photograph of Norton family 
 

David Dodds: Set of 10 Marion Glass 

Company teacups; B&W photograph 

of Greenwood Evangelical Church 

mortgage burning and homecoming; 

1922 Marion Daily Star Centennial 

Edition;  book about Harding entitled 

Warren G. Harding, The Man. 
 

Kathi Archer:  Marion Power Shovel 

medallion 

  

What’s new in the MCHS collections?              Accessioned between   8/21/12 – 11/27/12  



Winter getting you down? Do you need a way to ward off the Winter Doldrums? 

Just explore LOCAL  HISTORY through these great books available from the Marion 

County Historical Society’s Gift Shop or online at www.marionhistory.com.   
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Images of America, 

Marion County by Stuart Koblentz 

and the Marion County Historical 

Society,  128 pp. The pages are 

filled with pictures and text featur-

ing all of Marion’s 15 townships    

 

Price: $19.99 + $4.00 shipping.  

 

We also have Stuart’s Images Of 

America, Marion  in stock. For the 

same price. 

Haunted Marion, Ohio, by Joshua Simp-

kins, a Marion native now living in Ger-

many. Some of the tales are expanded ver-

sions of stories that originally appeared on  

his website www.SpookyMarion.com, but 

many others are completely new. The book 

contains over 35 photos and illustrations. 

 

Price: $19.99 +$4.00 shipping 

After Forty Years: The Scioto Ordnance 

Plant and the Marion Engineer Depot of 

Marion, Ohio by Charles D.  and Delpha 

Ruth Mosher.  The story of three U. S. 

government installations constructed in 

Marion County during World War II: Sci-

oto Ordnance Plant, Marion Engineer De-

pot, and Camp Marion, which housed Ger-

man prisoners-of-war.   

 

Price: $25.00 + $4.00 shipping  

Firefighters From Prospect by George Phil-

ip Hanley. Published 1997,  a new supply of 

this out-of-print book is now available for 

purchase through the Marion County His-

torical Society! Jammed full of hundreds of 

vintage photographs, blueprints, patent 

drawings, and advertisements supplemented 

by the author’s narrative, the book tells the 

story of the Prospect Fire Engine Company 

and its eventual movement into manufactur-

ing of what may have been the first success-

ful water jet propulsion boats.  Price: $35.00 

+ $4.00 shipping 

Veteran’s and the Valley, by Richard 

Jones. Throughout the history of the 

world, ordinary men and women, act 

in extraordinary ways. These are the 

stories of veterans from Marion, Ohio, 

as collected by River Valley High 

School students under the direction of 

Richard Jones 

 

Price: $25.00+ $4.00 shipping 

My Not So Ordinary Life by Trella 

Romine.  Trella’s autobiography 

give plenty of family genealogy as 

well as insights into Marion and 

Marion County during the Depres-

sion and WWII.  Trella was well-

known as a historian and  advocate 

for preserving Marion County’s 

Natural and Cultural History. 

Available in softbound $25.00 and 

hardbound $35.00 + $4 shipping 

The War of 1812 – The Role of the Area 

Now Known as Marion County, Ohio by 

Willis C. Thomas & Randy Winland. 

While Marion County did not officially 

exist in 1812, events took place in the area 

that impacted the war.  This book gives 

insight into the impact of the Greenville 

Treaty Line, the use of war roads in the 

area, the building of Fort Morrow and an 

infamous military action known as 

Drake’s Folly.   

Price: $5.00 + $4.00 shipping 

The Mystifying Murder in Mari-

on, Ohio  by Phil Reid. Up to 

this day, the murder case of 

Mrs. Rose Belle Scranton  is 

still unsolved despite the wealth 

of evidence and information 

gathered and presented.   Phil 

Reid extricates the 1919 Marion 

murder case almost a century 

later  and comes up with an 

amplified and detailed work .  
 

Price: $19.95 +$4.00 shipping 



Exploring MARION’S HISTORY THROUGH POSTCARDS  

 
Most people have received a postcard at some point in their life but may not realize that for many years post-

cards were the most popular means of communicating other than talk-

ing.  At the height of their popularity in 1908, more than 677 million 

postcards were mailed in a single year.  This was an average of seven 

postcards for every man, woman, and child in the country! With twice

-a-day mail delivery in many parts of the country, a card could be sent 

in the morning and possibly arrive at the recipient’s address in the 

evening mail. 

 

On Thursday, November 21, the Marion County Historical Society  

hosted local historian and author Randy Winland who shared the his-

tory of the development and use of postcards as well as the history of 

Marion as seen through them.  The program included an audio-visual presentation of some of the more than 

1000 Marion postcards in Winland’s personal collection as well as ones from other Marion collectors. The 

focus was also on the different types of postcards that have been popular throughout the past 100 years with 

views of Marion used as examples.  Also included in the program were views of 

several Marion buildings which are no longer standing. 

 

As part of the evening’s activities, Winland’s just-published book on the history of 

Marion as seen through postcards was available for purchase for the first time.  

Guests were thrilled to have the early opportunity to pick up the book which fea-

tures over 200 postcard images of scenes from around Marion.  Many of the imag-

es, such as one of a cannon manufactured by the Marion Steam Shovel Company, 

had never been published and were subsequently rarely seen. Winland collaborat-

ed with several other Marion postcard collectors to obtain the images for the book 

which also contains narrative descriptions for each of the images.  All proceeds 

and royalties from the sale of the book are being donated to the Marion County 

Historical Society for its historic preservation efforts. 

 

The book, priced at $21.99,  is now available at the Heritage Hall gift shop and 

online at www.marionhistory.com.  
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History can be entertaining for both youngsters and adults as evidenced by this Activity Book. 

Responding to a need for resource materials on local history by Marion area elementary school 

teachers, a group comprised of both working and retired teachers, local artists, and the Director 

of MCHS combined to create an entirely original publication. With a primary focus on activi-

ties which younger students can complete while also learning about significant aspects of Mar-

ion’s history, the activities and information also proved to be of interest to older audiences 

including adults. 
 

Incorporating all original art works donated by Marion area artists, the book utilizes cross-

words, coloring pages, connect-the-dots, word finds, Morse code, word scrambles and various 

other activities to cover a wide range of Marion history topics. While most of the activities are 

designed for younger students, there are also several “Challenge Pages” which require more 

skills to complete. Also included are more than 75 “Vocabulary Helpers” which assist the  

students with understanding words within the context of which they are used.  

The publication was honored by the Ohio Local History Alliance as a winner of the 2011  

History Outreach Award.  
 

Price: $5.00  + $4.00 shipping 



Historically Speaking  By Fred Malone, MCHS Board President 

 

 HISTORY IS FLEETING 
  

      The end of another year is quickly approaching and I am reminded of how short our time in this life 

really is. I am not quite sure where the last twelve months have gone as I near the end of my second year as 

President of  MCHS. 2013 has indeed been a very busy year for the staff and volunteers of the Marion County 

Historical Society. 

       January and February brought the change of our main exhibit from the War of 1812 to the War Be-

tween The States . Those of you who have worked on an exhibit change can appreciate just how busy these 

two months can be. The changing of a major exhibit consumes a lot of the Director's time , both in planning 

and designing the layout of the atrium. We at MCHS are fortunate to have Gale at the helm of this very im-

portant process. As the museum prepares to open in March each year, all of the last minute adjustments and 

final changes must be in place and ready for the opening. This is a very critical time for the staff and volun-

teers as we await your first look at our "new baby " . 

       The end of March brings Night at Heritage Hall, one of our favorite and fun events of the year. This 

event alone can involve as many as 75 or more volunteers when  re-enactors and staffing are included. Of 

course, those of us portraying historical characters get a chance to relive our childhood and participate 

in  "dress-up”. Trust  me it is a lot of fun and you too can become a part of this event. This program has been 

a great way to encourage many of our younger people to become interested in our history and help to secure 

the future of MCHS. 

       With the approach of spring, we prepared for our annual themed dinner that was held at the Palace Pa-

vilion. This years dinner included a very lively panel discussion involving many colorful characters from the 

Civil War. The event was catered by Primrose of Marion , who of course, did a great job with the meal and 

the service. Shamrock Vineyards provided a wine tasting with a number of their very fine local wines. 

       Rolling into summer we again provided a very active presence at the Marion County Fair by opening 

and staffing our log house. The annual bake sale held at the log house netted a very nice amount of money for 

our budget. As always, our volunteers answered the call in providing a nice selection of baked goods. 

      The log house and its contents got a much needed facelift this summer thanks to volunteers Ed 

Schweinfurth and John Murphy. These two men white-washed the  inside of the house, and built or acquired 

all of the furnishings needed to make our log structure correct to the period of its construction. We are indeed 

grateful and very appreciative of their unselfish efforts. 

       July and August again brought the annual Blast From The Past program to the youth of our area. This 

program, which provides a free summer historical educational program to kids, was chaired by Randy and 

Sandy Winland. The program takes place over four consecutive Thursdays during July and August and in-

volves many  dedicated volunteers, many of whom are retired educators. Randy and Sandy were assisted by 

Jan Augenstein and Carol Robinson, who led the program for many years, along with many others. Thank 

you to all of those volunteers who helped with this very valuable part of MCHS. 

       September brought the second annual Travel Through Time event held again this year at Sawyer-

Ludwig Park. This years theme was the Civil War and involved  the 121st OVI, a very valuable part of 

MCHS. Jared Haudenschield and Mark Melroy created and orchestrated a foraging trip through the woods 

with General William Sherman’s army in search provisions and contraband. There were army encampments, 

field hospital demonstrations, cannon firings, craft demonstrations, vendors, food and entertainment for all of 

those attending. This event was free to the public and a way to involve more people in experiencing living 

history at its best. 

      The Marion County Historical Society participated in the Popcorn Festival Parade again this 

year. Much to the enjoyment of all the parade-goers we were able to once again fire the cannon from the back 

of our float. 

       



 The month of October brought the second year of our Behind Closed Doors tour. This year the tour 

featured the Ohio Theatre/Elks Building, Huber Home, Owens  Opera House, Receiving Vault at the Marion 

Cemetery and the Stengel-True Museum. This event was well received with over 300 people visiting one or 

more of the scheduled sights. Many thanks to Randy Winland for organizing the event and to all of the vol-

unteers acting as hosts or helping at the various locations. This has indeed become one of our most anticipat-

ed events as voiced by the attendees. 

       The arrival of election day also meant the annual Dinner With The Presidents, held this year on No-

vember 2nd at Treca. This was the 4th Annual and thus far the most attended dinner. This year’s event fea-

tured all Civil War era presidents, including Lincoln, Johnson, Grant and Garfield representing the United 

States of America. Also in attendance was Jefferson Davis representing the Confederate States of America. 

Of course, as always, those attending enjoyed a menu of  foods that were enjoyed by the various Presidents 

while they were in the White House.  

       There were many more events occurring as part of the Marion County Historical Society calendar 

including participation in the Waldo Memorial Day Parade, the traveling Lincoln and the Constitution Ex-

hibit, Annual Rummage Sale, Claridon Prairie Tour, Trella Romine Prairie Tour, Ham and Bean Dinner and 

the Book Signing at Heritage Hall on December 7th.  I am sure I have forgotten something or someone and if 

I have please accept my apologies in advance. 

       As I finish this year, I again want to say thanks to all of you for making my tenure as President a very 

interesting and enjoyable one.  This year I have logged over 1100 hours of volunteer time to the Marion 

County Historical Society and look forward to one more year as your president. 2014 should be just as chal-

lenging as the past two years have been; but, with your help, we will continue to grow MCHS into one of the 

best in the state. 

 
 

Fred Malone and Richard  Straub pose with a check 

for  $400 from the Central Ohio Four County Chap-

ter of Thrivent for Lutherans.  This was a match for 

funds raised during the 2013 fair and bake sale fund-

raising effort.  Many thanks to Thrivent for their 

donation! 

Fred and Terri Malone as they portrayed 1860’s Ohio 

Governor David Tod and his wife  Maria at the 2013 

Dinner with the Presidents event. 



HALLMARKS 
 

 

Marion County Historical Society  

169 East Church Street 

Marion, Ohio 43302 

 

Phone: 740-387-4255 

Fax: 740-387-0117 
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 OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF   
THESE RECENTLY DECEASED MEMBERS: 

JANET NUGENT 
SANDRA KAY BALES 
ELIZABETH CURREN 


